CONTEMPORARY MACEDONIAN POLITICS AND POLITICAL SYSTEM SYLLABUS 
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III. Basic data of the subject program
	Name of the subject program:  Contemporary Macedonian Politics and Political System


	Code of the Subject Program: 


	ECTS:

5


	Total Hours Per Course:  36

	Number of Pages for Mandatory Reading: 270


	Academic year in which the subject program is studied: 


	Semester in which the subject program is studied:



IV. Description of the subject program, and key words (terms)
	Description of the subject program

	The programme focuses on the analysis of Macedonian politics and political system during the last twenty-year long independence and sovereignty of the Republic of Macedonia.  

Naturally, first comes the identification of the type(s) of the Macedonian modern politics, as well as the model of the political system, also including their genesis, influenced by both internal and external factors. The third wave of democracy (Huntington) was accompanied by the dramatic dissolution of SFRY, whereas Macedonia gained its independence peacefully. Here rises the question of why and how the policy of the newborn country, (arguably) in wartime, managed to remain peace-oriented, despite the common communist authoritarian legacy and the resuscitated nationalism on the territory of former Yugoslavia. Bearing in mind the absence of democratic tradition, the Republic of Macedonia trudged towards democracy as ill-prepared. All issues were to be resolved en bloc: the transformation of property; the building of democratic institutions; concluding independence; the mitigation, or, for that matter, neutralisation of the centrifugal tendencies typical of the heterogeneous ethnic, cultural and lingual composition of society. The transition from monism to pluralism may be analysed in three stages: the initial stage, whereas LCM tried to relativise and postpone pluralisation; the second stage, whereas the chameleon-like adaptability of LCM came into prominence, offering "non-party pluralism" and coquetting with the Serbian party leadership up until April 1990, after which it left LCY, wherefrom in January that year Slovenia and Croatia had left too, and the third stage: from 1990 until present day, when the political pluralism was introduced through constitutional amendments, and its functioning legalised and enforced via the Law on Social Organizations and Associations of Citizens.   

This discipline also analyses the development of the Macedonian mixed model of organization of government, dominated, nevertheless, by the parliamentary system and inaugurated by the 1991 Constitution. The personalisation and dominance of politics in the light of power and resource allocation also became highlighted in its design and enforcement, whereas: a consistent application of the principle for separation of powers was missing, not providing for an appropriate constitutional and legal framework for the Constitutional Court; also missing was the political awareness of the Albanian arguments concerning a model of democracy that will pay attention to the character the Macedonian society as being distinctly plural and divided by ethnicity and language; the implemented privatisation brought about reallocation of the social wealth into the hands of a small group of people close to the party in power. The genesis of the democracy model distinguished between two stages: preceding and following 2001. The first was dominated by the liberal concept, or the majoritarian concept of democracy, whereas the second was the model of shared power with strong elements of consociational  democracy. The politics model, of course, was in line with the democratic model: from politics as a public occupation to politics as settlement and consent, which at times resembles the methods of foreign policy, i.e. it nurtures diplomatic skills.   

The model of Macedonian politics and the political system was strongly influenced by the model of non-democratic political culture, with strong elements of patriarchalism, as well as relics of Machiavellism and Jesuitism seen in the inter-political and inter-partisan relations.  

A story in itself is the regional ambience and the neighbourly relations, or that is, the Macedonian regional policy and its evolution from a concept of equidistance, through a preferred-neighbour approach, and to a proactive European regional policy.  Special stress will be put on the name "issue" with Greece, but also on the "issue" concerning the language and nation with Bulgaria and the "ecclesiastical" issue with Serbia, which are all a tell-tale of the "Balkan policy" relics in the style of the 19 century, but also of the democratic deficit within the EU. 


	Key words (terms)

	Political system, Politics, Constitution, Constitution design, Divided societies, Power – sharing, Consociational democracy, Decentralization, Elections, Federalism, Devolution, Ethnic conflicts


V. Goals and outcomes

	Goals and outcomes to be achieved

	Students ought to gain wide and profound knowledge about contemporary politics and the political system in the Republic of Macedonia, their transformation in the twenty year old sovereign and independent state, the basic features of the democracy model established by the 1991 Constitution and the one by the 2001 Amendments; the forms of politics/policy: party, parliamentary, government, judicial, local, international; regional, as well as the different types of applied policies and means of their making; the main factors for the Macedonian political system and the main political stakeholders; the impact of the model of political culture on policy-making; compatibility of Macedonian to European politics.



VI. Teaching methodology

	Teaching methodology

	Interactive classes, i.e. application of Socratic Method, which stimulates brain storming 

2 SWOT method, through student-professor analysis of strenghts, weaknesses, opportunities and threats of the models and solutions, will stimulate the creative thought of the student.    

The syllabus submitted to the students in advance with the designated topics for discussion for each lesson and materials that should be consulted, will allow their preparation and active relation towards the classes.   

3. The combination of the case study method, the comparative and the statistical method, workshops 


VII. Detail Curriculum Structure
	Week 1
	Number of Classes: 

Political studies 4



	Topic:
Contemporary Macedonian politics and political system ‒ Introduction
	Mandatory literature:

Reader

	Detailed structure of the thematic unit:

- The type of Macedonian politics and model of the Macedonian political system: constant or variable category?


	Week 2
	Number of Classes: 

Political studies 4



	topic:
Dissolution of SFRY, pluralisation and legal political presuppositions for sovereign and independent Macedonia

	Mandatory literature:

Reader

	Detailed structure of the thematic unit:

- Cause of SFRY's dissolution
- Declaration of Independence in January 1991; 
- Referendum on 8 September 1991; 
- Declaration on the International Recognition of Republic of Macedonia as a sovereign and independent country;  
- Did the political leadership have a strategy for the development and the future of the independent country? 


	Week 3
	Number of Classes: 

Political studies 4



	topic:
Political pluralisation in the Republic of Macedonia:
	Mandatory literature:

Reader

	Detailed structure of the thematic unit:

- Phases in the transformation from monism to pluralism?

	Week 4

	Number of Classes: 

Political studies 4



	topic:
The Constitution of the the Republic of Macedonia of 1991 
	Mandatory literature:

Reader

	Detailed structure of the thematic unit:

- liberal democracy in the Republic of Macedonia  
- lack of basic consensus on the model and absence of basic evolutionary presuppositions for the consistent application of the principle of the separation of powers and parliamentary democracy

	Week 5
	Number of Classes: 

Political studies 4



	topic:
Determinants of the contemporary Macedonian politics and democracy (part one)

	Mandatory literature:

Reader 

	Detailed structure of the thematic unit:

- economic and social factors (the transformation of social property, the Greek embargo and UN's economic sanctions against the FR Yugoslavia and the illegal trade, grey economy, organised crime and corruption; pauperisation and disappearance of the middle class; symbiosis of the economic and political oligarchy;
- political-organisational factor: transformation of the democracy model; transformation of the electoral system; inconsistent application of the principle of separation of powers and an atypical parliamentary system of organising governance;  

- public administration (partization and ethnicization, on the basis of a "spoils system",;  

- political culture (a hybrid of subject and patriarchal, with minor traces of the participative type, lack of an ethical elite, strong tradition, and weak and improper socialisation) 

- Ideology (relativisation and discrepancy between the programme targets and the real actions)


	Week 6


	Number of Classes: 

Political studies 4



	topic:
Determinants of the contemporary Macedonian politics and democracy (part two)

	Mandatory literature:

Reader 

	Detailed structure of the thematic unit:

-  international factor 
-  geographical factor and geopolicy 
-  psychological and biological factor 

	Week 7
	Number of Classes: 

Political studies 4



	topic:
Macedonian model of democracy (part one)

	Mandatory literature:

Reader

	Detailed structure of the thematic unit:

- Two models of democracy (majoritarian and consociational):  pros and cons, experiences, problems and dilemmas
- Two types of politics: majoritarianism versus agreement and consensus: pros and cons, experiences, problems and dilemmas

- Constitutional development and the Macedonian majoritarian democracy 

	Week 8
	Number of Classes: 

Political studies 4



	topic:
Macedonian model of democracy (part two)

	Mandatory literature:

Reader 

	Detailed structure of the thematic unit:

- The Framework Agreement, 
- the 2001 constitutional amendments  

- Consociational democracy 

	Week 9
	Number of Classes: 

Political studies 4



	topic:
Macedonian model of democracy (part three)

	Mandatory literature:

Reader 

	Detailed structure of the thematic unit:

- Interethnic relations as determinant of Macedonian politics: Background and perspectives 


	Week 10
	Number of Classes: 

Political studies 4



	topic:
The dispute over the name of Republic of Macedonia as factor in Macedonian politics 


	Mandatory literature:

Reader 

	Detailed structure of the thematic unit:
- Background
- mediation 
- The politics of the political parties in Macedonia and the name dispute 


	Week 11
	Number of Classes: 

Political studies 4



	topic:
The relations with the neighbor – countries  as factor in Macedonian politics
	Mandatory literature:

Reader

	Detailed structure of the thematic unit:

 

	Week 12
	Number of Classes: 

Political studies 4



	topic:
Policymaking in Republic of Macedonia

	Mandatory literature:

Reader 

	Detailed structure of the thematic unit:

- The Government of the Republic of Macedonia as a policy maker
- The President of the Republic of Macedonia as a policy maker
- Does the Macedonian Assembly create policy or it is but a deliberative body? 
- Do Macedonian courts create policy?
- Partitocracy and displaced policymaking



VIII. Activities of external institutions
	Activities of external institutions

	


IX. Literature
	Mandatory Literature 

	Reader composed of:
Ендрју Хејвуд: „Политика“ Клио;   11- 26; 737-757

- Проф. д-р Тања Каракамишева-Јовановска, „Основни забелешки за системите на организација на власта и за потребата од реформирање на политичките институции во Република Македонија“, Зборник на трудови објавен во МАНУ по повод одржаната научна расправа на тема: „Реформата на институциите и нејзиното значење за развојот на Република Македонија“, на 18 септември 2009 година, МАНУ, Скопје, 2009 година
- Проф. д-р Тања Каракамишева-Јовановска, „Како функционираат и соработуваат политичките институции во Република Македонија (осврт на односот Собрание на Република Македонија-Влада на Република Македонија)?, Е-билтен во рамки на проектот на СОРОС „Добро управување“, март 2008 година
- Sabrina Ramet “ Central and Southeast European Poltics since 1989, Macedonia since 1989 by Zachary T. Irwin ( 311-328) Cambridge

- Гордана Силјановска – Давкова : „ Македонске политичке партије кроз призму идеологије“, во Политичке странке и бирачи у земљама бивше Југославије“ ( уред. З. Лутовац), Фридрих Еберт и Институт друштвених наука, Београд 2006, стр 205-210;

- Проф. д-р Тања Каракамишева-Јовановска, магистерски труд „Промените во партиската структура на Република Македонија“, Скопје, 1997 година

- М-р Тања Каракамишева „Основни констатации за првите 

одржани повеќепартиски избори во посткомунистичките држави 

(две општи тенденции)”, објавен во Годишникот на Правниот факултет во

Скопје, 1996/1998 година

3. Prof. Tanja Karakamisheva-Jovanovska, „Internal Party Democracy – Precondition for Introducing Open Electoral Lists“, Iustinianus Primus Law Review, Volume 3, 2011

- Билјана Ванковска: „Политички систем“, Бомат –графикс, 2007, стр. 197-201; 

- Гордана Сиљановска-Давкова:” Democracy in Multiethnic and Multicultural Society - Between Demos and Ethnos”, in “Macedonia on Globalisation” (ed. N. Nikolovska) Global Scholarly Publications, New York, 2004, p. 188-194;
- Биљана Ванковска„ Политички систем“, 201-208; 

- Ljubco Pecijarevski: “ The Social Implications of Economic and Political Changes in Macedonia” in “ Macedonia on Globalisation”, p. 293- 317; 

- Dimitar Eftimovski, ibid, p. 271-293; 

- Vlado Kambovski : „Transition and the Dеstructive Tendencies”, ibid. p. 317-441.

 - Проф. д-р Тања Каракамишева-Јовановска, докторска дисертација „Развојот на изборните системи во некогашните социјалистички држави со посебен осврт на Република Македонија“, Љубљана, 2002 година

- Prof. Tanja Karakamisheva, “Human Rights in the Republic of Macedonia Seen Through the Lens of Constitution and the Practice of Democracy”, European Constitutional Review “Revus”, Uradni List, Ljubljana, Republic of Slovenia, 2009

- Prof. Tanja Karakamisheva, “The Macedonian Elections-Among the European Acquis and the Balkan Mentality”, Pravni život, Časopis za pravnu teoriju i praksu, Kopaonicka škola prirodnog prava, Udruženje pravnika Srbije, Beograd, 2009

- Билјана Ванковска„ Политички систем“, 201-208; 

- Ljubco Pecijarevski: “ The Social Implications of Economic and Political Changes in Macedonia” in “ Macedonia on Globalisation”, p. 293- 317; 

- Dimitar Eftimovski, ibid, p. 271-293; 

- Vlado Kambovski : „Transition and the Dеstructive Tendencies”, ibid. p. 317-441

- Ivanov Gjorge, The model of Democracy in the Text of Framework Agreement of August 13, 2001,  Macedonian Affairs, Vol.IV, No.1, 2002
ИЛИЕВСКИ, Зоран, Интегративниот модел на делење на моќта и македонскиот случај, MIC Skopje 2011
- Gordana Siljanovska- Davkova: ““Parliamentarism and/or Presidentialism:Dilemmas and Challenges”: www.juridicas.unam.mx/wccl/ponencias/14/266/pdf, Mexico city, World Congress of IACL, 2010 

- С.Шкариќ, Д. Апасиев, В. Патчев, Спорот за името меѓу Грција и Македонија, Службен весник 2008 

- Стево Пендаровски, Македонската надворешна политика (1991-2011), Магор,2012
- Gordana Siljanovska-Davkova: Organizational Structures and Internal Party Democracy in the R. of Macedonia” in Organizational Structures and internal Party Democracy in South Eastern Europe(2005),(ed.G.Karasimeonov) Gorex Press,  p. 26-62

Марија Ристевска: докторат „ Јавна политика и јавна вредност“, одбранет на Правниот факултет, во 2011;


	Additional Literature

	1. Ljupco Pejcijarevski: “ Macedonia on Globalisation”, p. 293- 317
2. Vlado Kambovski : „Transition and the Dеstructive Tendencies” in “Macedonia on Globalisation”, p 317 – 441
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