CONTEMPORARY POLITICAL SYSTEMS – POLITICAL SCIENCE STUDIES
SYLLABUS
I. Information about the head of the course program, and the lectures of the course professors

	Name and Surname
Gordana Siljanovska
Aleksandar Spasenovski
	Scientific degree, and academic title:

PhD, Full time professor

PhD, Assistant professor 


II. Information about collaborators and other lecturers of the subject program
	Name and Surname of Colaborator:

	Scientific degree, and academic title of the collaborator:


	Other lecturers (experts from the field):

 


III. Basic data of the subject program
	Name of the subject program:  Contemporary political systems 


	Code of the Subject Program: 


	ECTS:

7



	Total Hours Per Course: 48

	Number of Pages for Mandatory Reading: 390


	Academic year in which the subject program is studied: 

 Third year


	Semester in which the subject program is studied:
(VI) Sixth semester, polititical science studies



IV. Description of the subject program, and key words (terms)
	Description of the subject program

	Although the comparative study of the political systems starts with the Peripatetic Politics (the Politics of Aristotle) and the comparative analysis of 158 constitutions and systems of the Hellenistic countries, the discipline of Contemporary political systems was academically entitled at the beginning of the 20th century. The contemporary classifications of the political systems are as complex and difficult to understand as the social, economic, geographic and the cultural stages are where these systems are functioning. However, we can say that it was in the post-communist era and the era of globalization when the liberal democracy became a referential political system. Today in the science of contemporary political systems, from pragmatic reasons, there is a domination of the criterion of model of the government in running the European and the North American political systems. Based on that, there are models of parliamentarian system (Great Britain, Sweden, Federal Republic of Germany, Italy, Spain), presidential systems (USA) and mixed system (France). The Swiss model of directorial, is a specific model. Special-taking-place are the so called new democracies, which include the “half democracies” that came with the communist break. Besides the West polyarchies and the new democracies, the contemporary political systems also comprise the contemporary Eastern Asian and African autocratic systems, the theocratic and military regimes, as well as the post-totalitarian and the post-authoritarian systems, which originated from the so called “Arab spring”. Within this discipline, the students will also come up with basic knowledge about the political system of the EU. This subject also elaborates on the parliamentarian system, by the United Kingdom taken as an example. This system will be studied through its history, political principles, institutions and processes, elections and electoral system, political parties and party system, interest groups, local self-government, mass media and so on. The political system of the United Kingdom will be referred in analytical and critic manner, and we will see in the end whether there is a necessity of a reform, and if there is, in what aspect. 

Subject of study of this course will also be the political system of USA and the attempts for reception. The same will be considered from the aspect of their constitutional history, political principles, institutions and processes, local self-government, elections and electoral system, political parties and party system, interest groups, mass media and public opinion etc. 

In the course, through the example of France, the mixed system is also studied and its influence on the countries of transition as well. 

Another subject of this course will be the political system of EU, like “sui generis” political system. 


	Key words (terms)

	Political system, classifications of political systems, separation of powers, model of government, elections, electoral system, political parties, interest groups, local self-government, public opinion, public administration.




V. Goals and outcomes

	Goals and outcomes to be achieved

	The purpose of this subject is to offer the students more profound knowledge about the comparative political systems and to help them develop their analytical capabilities in the field. 

This subject will enable the students to:
· Understand the type of political system in certain countries;

· Assess the singularities of the political systems in certain countries;

· Be capable to analyze the ways the political systems are practiced upon in different countries;

· Understand in a better way the historic evolution of the political systems;

· Discover the challenges of the contemporary political systems.


VI. Teaching methodology

	Teaching methodology

	1. Interactive lecturing, that is application of the Sockratic method, which stimulates brain storming;

2. Through student-professor’s analysis of strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats for models and solutions, the SWOT method will stimulate the creative thought of the students.

3. Making organograms by the students during practice lessons in order to consolidate the model of government in countries studied within the framework of the subject Contemporary political systems.

4. Stimulations of functioning of the political systems in United Kingdom, USA, France and Switzerland. 

5. Organized lecturing by the Ambassadors of United Kingdom, USA, France and Switzerland, with the purpose to create a clearer image for the students of the political systems in these countries 



VII. Detail Curriculum Structure
	Week 1
	Number of Classes: 

Political studies 4



	Topic:
Classification of the Political Systems and Introduction for the Political System of United Kingdom
	Mandatory literature:

Reader 

	Detailed structure of the thematic unit:

At the very beginning, this unit should provide reminder of the students about the classification of the political systems and the characteristics of the different political systems. Further on, by elaboration of the constitutional development of the United Kingdom, the unit stretches to elaboration of the political system of United Kingdom. Starting with elaboration of the adoption of Magna Carta Libertatum, then through the Glorious Revolution and the Reform act from 1832, this unit should enable a creation of clear image among the students for the nature and the development of the British constitutionality. The unit ends up with acquaintance of the students with the nature and the composition of the British constitution.   

	Week 2
	Number of Classes: 

Political studies 4



	topic:
United Kingdom – (Executive and legislative power)
	Mandatory literature:

Reader

	Detailed structure of the thematic unit:

This unit is supposed to elaborate on the key political institutions in United Kingdom. The unit starts with elaboration of the role and the powers of the monarch in United Kingdom. Then comes the elaboration of the organization and the powers of the Parliament of the UK and in the end, the unit ends up with elaboration on the composition and the powers of the Cabinet of the UK. At the end of the unit, there is enough room left for debate with the students on the powerful position of the British prime - minister in the political system of United Kingdom. 

	Week 3
	Number of Classes: 

Political studies 4



	topic:
United Kingdom – Political parties and local self-government
	Mandatory literature:

Reader

	Detailed structure of the thematic unit:

The unit includes issues connected to the historical development of the political parties in United Kingdom. Besides the historical development of the political parties in this country, this unit also provides a more detailed representation of the organization and the structure of the most significant political parties in United Kingdom today. In the end, there is a part dedicated on the local self-government and the role of the public opinion into the political life of United Kingdom. 

	Week 4
	Number of Classes: 

Political studies 4



	topic:
USA – Historical Development and the Constitution of USA
	Mandatory literature:

Reader

	Detailed structure of the thematic unit:

The unit starts with an elaboration of the reasons and the events that contributed to the creation of USA. Starting with the historic foundations for the creation of USA, the unit then continues with elaboration on the crucial characteristics of the Constitution of USA.

	Week 5
	Number of Classes: 

Political studies 4



	topic:
USA – Legislature and Executive power

	Mandatory literature:

Reader

	Detailed structure of the thematic unit:

This unit begins with a detailed elaboration on the model of the government in USA. At the very beginning, the unit is about the composition and the powers of the Congress of USA. Hence, the unit focuses on the elaboration of the role and the powers of the president and the vice president of USA. At the end of the unit, there is also elaboration on the constitution and the powers of the Cabinet of USA. Through elaboration of these topics, the students are supposed to get a clear image of  the functioning of the legislature and the executive power in USA. 

	Week 6


	Number of Classes: 

Political studies 4



	topic:
USA – Supreme Court, Political Parties and Local Self-government
	Mandatory literature:

Reader

	Detailed structure of the thematic unit:

This unit is divided into several parts. At the very beginning, the student should become acquainted with the organization of the judiciary in USA. In this part, a special attention will be paid on the composition and the powers of Supreme Court in USA. After the first part, the unit continues with elaboration on the historic development of the political parties in USA. Apart from the historic development, in this part there will be focus on the organization and the structure of the most important political parties in USA today. In the last part of this unit, the students will do the organization and the functioning of the local self-government in USA.

	Week 7
	Number of Classes: 

Political studies 4



	topic:
France – The Constitutional history of France
	Mandatory literature:

Reader

	Detailed structure of the thematic unit:

This unit is about to elaborate on the boisterous and chaotic constitutional development of France, starting with the bourgeois revolution to the Girondins Constitution, the Jacobins diktat, the Directorial system, the reign of Napoleon Bonaparte, the fall of Napoleon III and the rise of the Third and the Fourth French Republic.    

	Week 8
	Number of Classes: 

Political studies 4



	topic:
France – The Fifth French Republic (executive and legislative power) 


	Mandatory literature:

Reader

	Detailed structure of the thematic unit:

At the very beginning, this unit is intended to explain the reasons for the discontent of the functioning of the political institutions in the fourth French republic and the necessity for creation of the Fifth French Republic. After the historic overview of the creation of the Fifth French Republic, the unit continues with detailed elaboration on the organization of the executive and the legislative power in the Fifth French Republic. Starting with elaboration on the powers and the role of the president of the Fifth French Republic, then through elaboration on the composition and the powers of the government, the unit rounds up this part with study of the composition and the powers of the National Assembly and the Senate of the Fifth French Republic.

	Week 9
	Number of Classes: 

Political studies 4



	topic:
France – The Fifth French Republic (judiciary, political parties and local self-government) 


	Mandatory literature:

Reader

	Detailed structure of the thematic unit:

The unit starts with elaboration on the organization of the judiciary in the Fifth French Republic. A special attention in this part is paid on the development, the powers and the composition of the Constitutional Council in France. In order to get a compact image of the political system of the Fifth French Republic, this unit also works on the development of the political parties in France and the organization and the functioning of the local self-government in France.

	Week 10
	Number of Classes: 

Political studies 4



	topic:
Switzerland – Model of government 

	Mandatory literature:

Reader

	Detailed structure of the thematic unit:

The unit is about to elaborate on the constitutional development of Switzerland. Then, it carries on with elaboration of the model of government in Switzerland. Here, the emphasis will be put on the composition and the powers of the Federal Assembly and the Federal Council. 

	Week 11
	Number of Classes: 

Political studies 4



	topic:
Political system of EU
	Mandatory literature:

Reader

	Detailed structure of the thematic unit:

The purpose of this unit is to create a clear image among the students about the functioning of the political system of EU. At the very beginning, the unit focuses on the theories for European integration and historical development of EU. The biggest emphasis in this unit is put on the issue of internal organizational and political structure of the Union, being considered from the aspect of the executive, legislative and judicial policies in EU. This unit will also elaborate on the party system of EU. At the end of the unit, there is a debate about the political scenarios for the future development of EU.   

	Week 12
	Number of Classes: 

Political studies 4



	topic:
Country of choice (Germany, Japan, Sweden, Russia, Brazil, China…)


	Mandatory literature:

Reader

	Detailed structure of the thematic unit:

The unit is supposed to make an in-depth elaboration on the political system of the country chosen by the students for further analysis.




VIII. Activities of external institutions
	Activities of external institutions

	


IX. Literature
	Mandatory Literature 

	Reader - Contemporary political systems made for the use of the Law faculty students from “Iustinianus Primus” – Skopje


	Additional Literature

	1.Allmond G.A., Powell, G, “Comaparative politics today”, Glenview, 1988

2.Wright, V., “The Government and Politics in France”, London, 1978

3.Jovicic Miodrag, “Great constitutional systems”, Belgrade, 1984 

4.Jovicic, Miodrag, “Parliamentarian system versus presidential and governmental system”, Arcive for legal and social sciences, 1992/1

5. Marcridis R. and R. Ward (ed), “Modern Political Systems-Europe”, New Jersey, 1963

6. Sokol Smiljko, Smerdel Branko, “Organization of government – political ideas, constitutional divisions”, Zagreb, 1988 

7. Sokol S. “Constitutional significance of the contemporary political constitution of France”, Political thought, 4/1974

8. Blondel J. “The organization of Government”, London, 1982

9. Juan Linz, “The Perils of Presidentialism,” Journal of Democracy, Vol. 1, no. 1 (Winter 1990), pp. 51-69

10. David Held, “Models of democracy”, Zagreb, 1990

11. Arend Lijphart, Democracy in Plural Societies (1977), pp. 1-52, 142-76

12. Huntington, Samuel P., 1991: The Third Wave. Democratization in the Late Twentieth Century, 13. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press.

13. Arblaster, Anthony, 2002: Democracy, 3rd ed.  Buckingham: Open University Press.

14.Donald L. Horowitz, “Democracy in Divided Societies,” Journal of Democracy, Vol. 4, no. 4 (October 1993), pp. 18-38.

15.Diamond, Larry, 2002: Thinking About Hybrid Regimes, in: Journal of Democracy, Vol. 13, No. 4, 21-35.

16.Filip Lovo, Great contemporary democracies, Nomi Sad, 1999

17. Lijphart A. “Patterns of Democracy: Government forms and performance on Thirty Six Countries”, New Haven, 1999

18.Hague R. and M. Harrop, “Comparative government and politics: An Introduction”, Palgrave, 2001

19. Brooker P., “Non-Democratic Regimes; Theory, Government and Politics”, Macmillan, New York 20. Calvocoressi P., “World Politics 1945-2000”, London, 2001 
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