Course Syllabus for
Feminist Theories on Politics 
I. Data on the course teachers:
	Name and surname:
Karolina Ristova-Aasterud
	Teaching and Academic Designations and Titles:
Associate Professor, LL.M in International and Comparative Law, M.Sc. in Political Science, Doctorate in Law;


II. Data on the teaching assistants and other lecturers:
	Name and surname of the teaching assistant/s:
/

	Teachig and Academic Designations and titles:
/

	Other lectures and experts from the practice: Upon invitation  
 


III. Basic information about the course programme and materials:
	Course title: Feminist Theories on Politics

	Course Code: 


	Number of credits earned:  3

	Number of course classes/hours: 24

	Number of pages of obligatory course materials: 

200

	Year of Study: optional
	Semester of Study: optional




IV. Course description and key words and terms:
	Course description:

	
The course gives deeper knowledge about the feminist theories on politics, the definition and the understandings of the term feminism, especially through the lenses of the two well-embedded dualisms in the political theories, namely, the dualism nature-culture and the dualism public-private. Furthermore, it gives introduction to the three waves of feminist theories of politics: the first wave of early liberal feminism (M. Wollstonecraft, J.S. Mill) and the feminist ideas of social utopism; the second wave of modern feminism (liberal feminism, marxist feminism, radical feminism and socialist feminism); and, the third wave (postmodern feminism, multicultural feminism and global feminism, ecofeminism). Special attention is paid to the epistemological and methodological features of the feminist theories on politics .   

	Course materials key words and terms:

	Feminism, politics, rights of women, feminist political theory



V. Course goals and results:
	Course goals and results:

	· Course goals: The main goal of the course is to give the students of politics an exposure and basic knowledge about the one of the most influential modern political theories i.e. the feminist theories, including: a.) understanding the term and the meanings of feminism; b.) knowledge about the classification of the feminist theories on politics, especially about their (non)relations to the mainstream political theories; c.) understanding the historical and the cultural circumstances in which the feminist theories on politics had developed, and about their relevance for the contemporary understanding of politics: and, d.) understanding the epistemological and the methodological features of feminist theories on politics.    


VI. Teaching methodology:
	

	The lectures are composed of two class hours in which traditional ex-catedra teaching is combined with interactive communication with the students, as well as using the socratic method, especially in regard to the issue of finding connections between the feminist theories on politics and the social circumstances of the gender relations. The exam is composed of a written test and research essay. The final grade also includes class participation.  


VII. Detail structure of the course syllabus:
	Course week no. 1
	Number of course hours: 2

	Study unit: 
Feminism and Politics: Introductory Questions
	Obligatory course materials:

K. Ristova-Asterud, Feminist Theories on Politics, pp. 11-21

	Detail description of the study unit: 

The first week of lectures is dedicated to the introduction to the thematic units and issues that will be studied, including the definition of politics, definition of feminism, the role of the two dualism nature-culture and public-private in the formation of the feminist theories on politics. The criteria for classification of the feminist theories on politics are also explained. 

	Course week no. 2
	Number of course hours: 2

	Study unit: 
The First Wave of Feminist Theories on Politics
	Obligatory course materials:
· Id. pp. 23-57;

	Detail description of the study unit 

An overview of the historical and idea context of the development of the early feminist thought is given. The key representatives of the early liberal feminism and their ideas are studied (M. Wollstonecraft, J.S. Mill, Seneca Falls Feminist). The feminist ideas of the social utopism are also covered (R. Owen, W. Thompson, etc.). Critical overview of the first wave is given and discussed with the students.

	Course week no. 3
	Number of course hours: 2

	Study unit: 

The Second Wave of Feminist Theories on Politics and the Theory of Politics of Modern Liberal Feminism
	Obligatory course materials:
Id. pp. 59-73

	Detail description of the study unit: 
The lecture covers the transition from the first to the second wave of feminist theories on politics. The new defining of politics is presented – personal is political! In- depth presentation of the main ideas of the theory on politics of modern liberal feminism is given (B. Friedan), as well on the political philosophy of liberalism and the main features of modern liberal feminist politics. 

	Course week no. 4
	Number of course hours: 2

	Study unit: 

The Second Wave of Feminist Theories on Politics and the Theory of Politics of Modern Liberal Feminism (continued)
	Obligatory course materials:
Id. pp. 59-73

	Continuation from course week no. 3

	Course week no. 5
	Number of course hours: 2

	Study unit: 
Theory on Politics of the Marxist Feminism
	Obligatory course materials:

Id. pp. 73-88

	Detail description of the study unit:
The lecture covers the main concepts of the classics of Marxism that are relevant for the development of the Marxist Feminism. F. Engels’ key work The Origin of the Family, Private Property and the State is presented. The early Marxist Feminism in Germany, Russia and USA are also studied (A. Bebel , M. Inman). 

	Course week no. 6
	Number of course hours: 2

	Study unit: Study unit: 
Theory on Politics of Radical Feminism
	Obligatory course materials:

Id. pp. 88-104


	Detail description of the study unit: 

The historical and the political context for the appearance of the radical feminism is explained. The patriarchy as “sexual politics” as a main thesis of radical feminism is also introduced, as well as the main structures for its preservation ( the relations of the patriarchy with the state, the economic system, the family, the human reproduction, the sexuality and the control of the patriarchy of the language, culture and knowledge). The main views of radical feminism on political culture and its tactics for political activism are also discussed. 

	Course week no. 7
	Number of course hours: 2

	Study unit: Theory on Politics of Radical Feminism (continued)
	Obligatory course materials:

Id. pp. 105-109 

	Detailed description of the study unit: 

Continuation from class week no. 6 

	Course week no. 8
	Number of course hours: 2

	Study unit: 
Theory on Politics of the Socialist Feminism; Critical Overview on the Second Wave 
	· Id. pp. 110-123

	This week’ lecture defines the socialist feminism and the socialist-feminist idea of human nature. Some of the main concepts of socialist feminism are studied, including the political economy of the gender and socialist-feminist perspectives of the transformation of society. Finally, critical overview of the whole second wave is given and discussed with the students.  

	Course week no. 9
	Number of course hours: 2

	Study unit:  

Third Wave of Feminist Theories on Politics
	Id. pp. 125-135

	The social and political context of the development of the Third Wave Feminism is introduced to the students and its main directions, such as the Generation X Feminism, Postmodern Feminism, Multicultural and Global Feminism, and the Eco Feminism.  Their relevance in contemporary context is discussed.

	Course week no. 10
	Number of course hours: 2

	Study unit: 

Key Issues for the Third Wave Feminism

	задолжителна литература:
Id. pp. 135-139

	Detailed description of the study unit: 

The key issues of the Third Wave Feminism are introduced and explained i.e. the radical deconstruction of the dualisms of classical political theory and ideas of politics (the issue of the gender differences and the issue of gender identity). Critical overview of the Third Wave is given and discussed.  

	Course week  no. 11
	Number of course hours: 2

	Study unit:
Feminist Epistemology and Feminist Methodology
	задолжителна литература:
· Id. pp. 141-148

	Detailed description of the study unit: 

The lecture focuses on the concepts on human nature and the feminist epistemology (liberal, Marxist, radical and socialist). Introduction to the methodological features of the feminist theories on politics is also given (including and especially to the so-called feminist empirism and feminist standpoint). 

	Course week no. 12
	Number of course hours: 2

	Study unit:
Feminism and the New Definition of Politics

	задолжителна литература:

· Id. pp. 149-155

	Detailed description of the study unit: 

The final class hours are dedicated to the feminist debate on the need for redefinition of politics, the reconstruction and deconstruction of the dualisms nature-culture and public-private in the political theory. The political power as a key concept in the definition of politics is analyzed, especially in terms of its understandings as “power over” and “power to”. Special attention is given to the implications of the “personal is political” claim of the second wave feminism i.e. the need for depatriarchialisation of politics, politization of sexuality and the human reproduction, and the question whether all these implications taken together lead to new onthology of politics and the creation of new political culture grounded on new male-female ethical basis.  


VIII. Activities involving other institutions
	Study visits to outside institutions

	Upon opportunity and interst of the students, meetings and visits to the women’s political organizations and NGOs may be organized. 


IX. Course materials and literature
	Obligatory course materials: 

	Ристова-Астеруд, Каролина, Феминистички теории за политиката, Евро Балкан Пресс, Скопје, 2009;
 

	Further study material:

· Arneil, Barbara, Politics and Feminism, Blackwell Publishers, Oxford, 1999;
· Bryson, Valerie, Feminist Political Theory, An Introduction, Paragon House Publishers, New York, 1992;
· Donovan, Josephine, Feminist Theory: Intellectual Traditions of American Feminism, Frederick Ungar Books, Continuum Publishing Company, New York, 1993;
· Humm, Maggie, Modern Feminisms: Political, Literary, Cultural, Columbia University Press, New York, 1992;
· Jackson, Stevi, Women’s Studies: Essential Readings, New York University Press, New York, 1993; 
· Jaggar, Alison M., Feminist Politics and Human Nature, Rowman and Littlefield Publishers Inc., Boulder, New York, London, 1983;
· Mill, John Stuard, The Subjection of Women, Dover Publications, Inc., Mineola, New York, 1997; 
· Wollstonecraft, Mary, A Vindication of the Rights of Women, Dover Publications,Inc., Mineola, New York, 1996; 
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