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Course Description:

   This Course requires a basic knowledge of International public law, having in mind that the International human rights law is being a part of the International public law, but also requires a basic knowledge of the constitutional arrangement, political system and international relations. At the same time, this course will help understand the previously mentioned disciplines, since the International human rights law has become one of the essential basis for orienting in the globalized international legal order and for understanding the international democratic development of transitional countries, as well as those with developed democracies. The period in which this law is being established is mainly the xx century, on the basis of long tradition of international conference diplomacy and practice.       

    We begin with the characteristics of human rights, their universal and cultural dimension, division of human rights by generations, the substance and the subject who bears them, and of course, the sources of international human rights law. This will be followed with the procedures before the international organizations and courts for human rights protection, where understandably most of the attention will be given to the European institutions and procedures. Finally, we will examine the minority and other collective rights, as well as the development trends of the International human rights law.
Course Goals and Expected Outcomes:
The main goal of this Course is to “equip” the students with referent knowledge for basic institutes and instruments (treaties and practice) within the International human rights law.   

The Course is structured in a manner that combines theoretical knowledge and definitions of notions with analyses of their formulations within the international treaties and customary law. The analyses are being made referring to the judicial practice and the practice of international tribunals. 
The Course examines the collective minority rights, as a part of the overall human rights system. This is a topic intensively developed within the context of the right to cultural identity and has become a prime issue in transitional countries and countries of developed democracies. We will put an accent to the balance of individual and collective rights in the perspective of techniques of intercultural evaluation and creating a new theory of liberal justice.
This approach is expected to result in:

-  Students’ familiarity with the scientific theoretical explication of the basic notions and instruments of the International human rights law, as well as with their development chronology and political philosophy and jurisprudence foundation

-  having an insight in all the current political and legal debates for concrete legal categories, especially the relation between the individual and collective rights, the right to cultural identity, anti-discrimination policies and affirmative actions

-  acquiring referent knowledge in the area, and qualifying for an self-relianced analysis of human rights instruments, cases of human rights violations, writing warning reports, and for their expert participation in numerous domestic and international nongovernmental and governmental human rights organizations.    
Lecturing methodology and course requirements:

       The Course material will be lectured using the current methods for systematic an integral study of the theoretical aspects of the specialized area. The course topics will be analyzed in-dept, critically and in a comparative manner. 
       The students will work in groups and individually. They will be engaged in analyzing the relevant European Human Rights Court decisions, establishing the facts in specific cases of human rights violations, formulating legal arguments and opinions that will be further argued and analyzed. They will build their critical and competent attitudes also through their participation in case simulations within the dominant procedures for human rights protection.  
       This Course requires substantial weekly reading and places significant emphasis on preparation, class participation and discussion. Attendance and active participation are essential components of this course. 

Reading Materials: 
The books marked with an asterisk (*) are on reserve in Faculty Library. They are also available for purchase at the Faculty Bookstore, should you wish to buy them. The international bodies’ documents and reports can be accessed electronically. Other books (required chapters or pages) will be made available as a Course supplement material in the Faculty Library and at the Faculty Bookstore. 
Week One: Definition and Historical Development of International Human Rights Law
*Frckoski, D. Ljubomir, International Human Rights Law, 3rd edition, Magor, Skopje, 2012 
Week Two: Basic Characteristics and Classification of Human Rights
*Frckoski, D. Ljubomir, International Human Rights Law, 3rd edition, Magor, Skopje, 2012 
Week Three: Universalism of Human Rights and Cultural Relativism

*Frckoski, D. Ljubomir, International Human Rights Law, 3rd edition, Magor, Skopje, 2012
  Parekh, Bhikhu, Rethinking Multiculturalism, Cultural Diversity and Political Theory, Harvard University Press, Cambridge Massachusetts, 2000.
 Week Four: Prohibition of Discrimination and Affirmative Actions

*Frckoski, D. Ljubomir, International Human Rights Law, 3rd edition, Magor, Skopje, 2012
Documents of European Commission against Racism and Intolerance (ECRI), Council of Europe (General Recommendations)

Week Five: Sovereignty of States and International Human Rights
*Frckoski, D. Ljubomir, International Human Rights Law, 3rd edition, Magor, Skopje, 2012
Nowak, Manfred, Introduction to the International Human Rights Regime, Martinus Nijhof Publishers, Leiden/Boston, 2003
Week Six:  UN and Human Rights

*Frckoski, D. Ljubomir, International Human Rights Law, 3rd edition, Magor, Skopje, 2012

Week Seven: The European System of Human Rights 

*Frckoski, D. Ljubomir, International Human Rights Law, 3rd edition, Magor, Skopje, 2012.

Week Eight: Other Regional Systems for Human Rights Protection

*Frckoski, D. Ljubomir, International Human Rights Law, 3rd edition, Magor, Skopje, 2012

Week Nine: Minorities, Indigenous People and Human Rights
*Frckoski, D. Ljubomir, International Human Rights Law, 3rd edition, Magor, Skopje, 2012

Week Ten: International Legal Protection of Minorities
*Frckoski, D. Ljubomir, International Human Rights Law, 3rd edition, Magor, Skopje, 2012

Week Eleven: Development Tendencies of International Human Rights Law
*Frckoski, D. Ljubomir, International Human Rights Law, 3rd edition, Magor, Skopje, 2012

Nowak, Manfred, Introduction to the International Human Rights Regime, Martinus Nijhof Publishers, Leiden/Boston, 2003
Week Twelve: Situations of Gross Violation of Human Rights
Steering Committee for Human Rights (CDDH), Study on Human Rights protection during situations of armed conflict, internal disturbances and tensions, Council of Europe
Nowak, Manfred, Introduction to the International Human Rights Regime, Martinus Nijhof Publishers, Leiden/Boston, 2003.
