POLITICAL PSYHOLOGY SILLABUS 
I. Information about the head of the course program and the lectures of the course professors

	Name and Surname
Ana Chupeska -Stanishkovska
	Scientific degree, and academic title:

PhD, assistant profesor 



II. Information about collaborators and other lecturers of the subject program
	Name and Surname of Colaborator:

	Scientific degree, and academic title of the collaborator:


	Other lecturers (experts from the field):/
 


III. Basic data of the subject program
	Name of the subject program:  

	Code of the Subject Program: 


	ECTS:

5


	Total Hours Per Course: 

36

	Number of Pages for Mandatory Reading: 

300


	Academic year in which the subject program is studied: 

first, second, or third year


	Semester in which the subject program is studied:
I- VI semester



IV. Description of the subject program, and key words (terms)
	Description of the subject program

	The course of  political psychology has its main interest in the essential  aspects of the political behavior and of the  political decision making process  - but rather of proper scientific perspective , the one which is a kind of  psychology, sociology and political science "hybrid" - namely -  the field of the  political psychology . After the  introductory classes and after the  explanation of basic concepts that political psychology operates whit in the  discipline, the course will keep the interest in topics related to the development of personality, cognition, social identity, emotions as well as the particularly important question of attitudes and their formation in the social environment. Within the projected issues, the content of this subject will give a review of the biological aspects of the political behavior and the one has an intention to be connected to the evolutionary theory of political behavior, as well. The  subject of political psychology  puts  a lot of attention to the individual psychological level (a personal one) but the one deals with the social aspect of analysis as well (s.c. the  group psychology). Particularly, the  process of  definition  of the political leaders will be examined through the lances of cognitive-behavioral perspectives. This course of political psychology maintains the specific phenomena such as the psychology of voting, the role of the media and the role of the tolerance. The second part of the course will be focusing on specific psychological phenomenology of race and ethnicity, the psychology of nationalism, the phenomenology of the political extremism and the psychology of international security and conflict, as well
.

	Key words (terms)

	political psychology , evolutionary theory of political behavior, personality, cognition, social identity, emotions, psychology of voting, media, tolerance, race, ethnicity, nationalism, extremism, conflict..



V. Goals and outcomes

	Goals and outcomes to be achieved

	The subject’s goals are primary relatet to equip the students with the nesesarry knowledge and reasoning and  pariculary to:

· Students have to be familiar with the basic categories and basic concepts of  the political psychology;

· The  students should acquire elementary knowledge about the structure of the personality, the cognition, the social identity, the emotions and  the issues of  the political attitudes
· Students should have a clear picture of  the biological aspects of political behavior and of the evolutionary theory of political behavior accordingly;
Students  after the semminar classes  should have gained detailed knowledge in several fields : a group psychology, Leader Analysis Frameworks,  a psychology of voting, the role of the media and a  tolerance. 
·  Finally, students have to  learn how to  recognize the specific political actions of certain elites and have to be truly capable for  recognizing all the psychologycal aspects related to phenomenology of race and ethnicity, nationalism, political extremism and of international security and conflict  



VI. Teaching methodology

	

	


VII. Detail Curriculum Structure
	Week 1
	Number of Classes: 



	Topic: 

AN INTRODUCTION TO POLTICAL PSYHOLOGY

	Mandatory literature:
Cottam, Martha et al. Introduction to political psychology. Lawrence Erlbaum Associates: Mahwah, New Jersey, 2004. 
pp.1-11



	Detailed structure of the thematic unit:
What is Poltical Psychology?

Conclusion

 

	Week 2

	Number of Classes: 

	topic:
THE BIOLOGY OF POLITICAL BEHAVIOR: AN INTRODUCTION
	Mandatory literature:

Hibbing, John R. & Smith Kevin B. The biology of political behavior: an introduction. ANNALS of the American Academy of political and social science, 614 (2007). pр. 6-14.



	Detailed structure of the thematic unit:
Neuroscience

Genetics

Neurotransmition

Evolution

Conclusion

 

	Week 3
	Number of Classes: 



	topic:
THE ORIGIN OF POLITICS: AN EVOLUTIONARY THEORY OF POLITICAL BEHAVIOR.
	Mandatory literature:

Afford, John R. & Hibbing, John R. The origin of politics: an evolutionary theory of political behavior. Perspective on politics, vol.2/No.4 (December 2004). pр.707-723.



	Detailed structure of the thematic unit:



	Week 4 
	Number of Classes: 



	topic: 
PERSONALITY AND POLTICS

	Mandatory literature:
Cottam, Martha et al. Introduction to political psychology. Lawrence Erlbaum Associates: Mahwah, New Jersey, 2004. 
pp13-34


	Detailed structure of the thematic unit: 
When Do Personalities Matter in Politics?

Theories and Approaches to Studying Personality

Psychoanalytic Approaches

Traits, Motives, amd Individuals Differences

Some Frameworks From Poltical Psyhology

The Authoritarian Personality

Leader Analysis Frameworks

Trait-Based Studies

Operational Code

Conclusion
.



	Week 5
	Number of Classes: 



	topic:
COGNITION, SOCIAL IDENTITY, EMOTIONS, AND ATTITUDES IN POLTICAL PSIHOLOGY
	Mandatory literature: Cottam, Martha et al. Introduction to political psychology. Lawrence Erlbaum Associates: Mahwah, New Jersey, 2004. 
p.p.37-63


	Detailed structure of the thematic unit:
Information processing
Categorisation

Social identities

Affect and emotions

The dibaolic enemy

The barbarian

The imperial image

The rouge image

The degenarate image

The Colonial Image

Attittudes

Conclusion



	Week 6


	Number of Classes: 



	topic:
THE POLTICAL PSYHOLOGY OF GROUPS
	Mandatory literature: 

Cottam, Martha et al. Introduction to political psychology. Lawrence Erlbaum Associates: Mahwah, New Jersey, 2004. 
pp.63-97


	Detailed structure of the thematic unit:

The Nature of Groups
Influence in Groups

Group Performance

Group Decision Making
Conflict in Groups

Conclusion

	Week 7
	Number of Classes: 



	topic:
THE STUDY OF POLTICAL LEADERS
	Mandatory literature: 

Cottam, Martha et al. Introduction to political psychology. Lawrence Erlbaum Associates: Mahwah, New Jersey, 2004. 
pp.97-124

	Detailed structure of the thematic unit:
Ilustration of Application of Poltical Psyhological Approaches to Leaders

The exemple of Bill Clinton (case study)

The Nuclear crisis with North Corea

Conclusion


	Week 8
	Number of Classes: 



	topic: 

VOTING, ROLE OF THE MEDIA AND TOLERANCE

	Mandatory literature:

Cottam, Martha et al. Introduction to political psychology. Lawrence Erlbaum Associates: Mahwah, New Jersey, 2004. 
pp125-153

	Detailed structure of the thematic unit:
Beleves,Values, Ideology Attitudes,and shemas

Poltical Sophistications in Ameroca (case study)

Information Processing and Voting

Meia Frameming and Public Opinion

Poltical Socialisation

Poltical Tolerance

Voting behavior in Britain (case study)

Conclusion



	Week 9

	Number of Classes: 



	topic:
THE POLTICAL PSYHOLOGY OF RACE AND ETHNICIY
	Mandatory literature:

Cottam, Martha et al. Introduction to political psychology. Lawrence Erlbaum Associates: Mahwah, New Jersey, 2004. 
pp153-191

	Detailed structure of the thematic unit:

Explnaning racism and ethnocentrism
Race in USA, Brasil,and South Africa 

Ethnic Conflict 

Multiethnic or multisectarian states

Explanations of Conflict-Bosnia case and ethnic cleansing

Resolving Racial and Ethnic Conflict

Shared sovereignity strategies

Utilitarian integration strategies

Conclusion

	Week 10
	Number of Classes: 



	topic:
POLTICAL PSYHOLOGY OF NATIONALISM
	Mandatory literature:

Cottam, Martha et al. Introduction to political psychology. Lawrence Erlbaum Associates: Mahwah, New Jersey, 2004. 
pp191-221

	Detailed structure of the thematic unit:

An Overview
Causes of nationalistic behavior

Case Illustrations (immigrants)

Nationalism and the Desire for Unity and Independence

Nationalism and Foreign Policy

Conflict Prevention and Resolution strategies

Conclusion



	Week 11 
	Number of Classes: 



	topic:
POLTICAL PSYHOLOGY OF POLTICAL EXTREMISM
	Mandatory literature:

Cottam, Martha et al. Introduction to political psychology. Lawrence Erlbaum Associates: Mahwah, New Jersey, 2004. 
pp.221-257

	Detailed structure of the thematic unit:
The Poltical Psyhology of Extremism
Exstremist Groups 

Evil, Fility, Rotten Conspiracy

The international Connection

Terrorists

The Perpertratos of Genocid

Holocaust 

Rwanda

Bystanders and Altruiists

Conflict and reconciliation in the context of poltical extremism

	Week 12
	Number of Classes: 



	topic:
THE POLTICAL PSYHOLOGY OF INTERNATIONAL SECURITY AND CONFLICT
	Mandatory literature:

Cottam, Martha et al. Introduction to political psychology. Lawrence Erlbaum Associates: Mahwah, New Jersey, 2004. 
pp257-274

	Detailed structure of the thematic unit:

Why violence and war?
The security dilemma

The psychology of deterrence

The effects of problem representation or framing upon perception and decisions

Accoutability

Group dynamics and malfunctions of processes

Conclusion


	


IX. Literature
	Mandatory Literature 

	Cottam, Martha et al. Introduction to political psychology. Lawrence Erlbaum Associates: Mahwah, New Jersey, 2004. 
Hibbing, John R. & Smith Kevin B. The biology of political behavior: an introduction. ANNALS of the American Academy of political and social science, 614 (2007). 
Afford, John R. & Hibbing, John R. The origin of politics: an evolutionary theory of political behavior. Perspective on politics, vol.2/No.4 (December 2004)..



	Additional Literature

	Gilovich, Thomas et al. Social psychology. W.W.Norton & company: New York & London, 2011. 

Blumberg, Herbert H. et al. Peace psychology – comprehensive introduction. Cambridge University Press: Cambridge, 2006.

Goldstein, Arnold P. The psychology of group aggression. John Wiley and sons: West Sussex, 2002.
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