POLITICAL SYSTEM  SYLLABUS – POLITICAL SCIENCE STUDIES
I. Information about the head of the course program, and the lectures of the course professors

	Name and Surname
Marika Ristovska
Jelena Trajkovska - Hristovska
	Scientific degree, and academic title:

PhD, Full Professor 
PhD, Assistant Professor 


II. Information about collaborators and other lecturers of the subject program
	Name and Surname of Colaborator:

	Scientific degree, and academic title of the collaborator:


	Other lecturers (experts from the field):

 


III. Basic data of the subject program
	Name of the subject program:  Political System


	Code of the Subject Program: 


	ECTS:

7

	Total Hours Per Course: 

48

	Number of Pages for Mandatory Reading: 

390


	Academic year in which the subject program is studied: 

First year


	Semester in which the subject program is studied:
(II) Second semester, polititical science studies



IV. Description of the subject program, and key words (terms)
	Description of the subject program

	The main focus of this subject will be placed on the:
- politics

- legality 

- legitimacy

- democracy

- Model of government
- Rule of Law

- Electoral system

- Political parties

- Civil society

- Political culture

- Public opinion

	Key words (terms)

	Political system, politics, democracy, elections, political parties, electoral systems, party systems


V. Goals and outcomes

	Goals and outcomes to be achieved

	The student should become able to assess the functioning of the political system, the political processes and the interaction of the political system with the country and the other social systems. 

This subject will enable the students to:

- Understand the influence of the political system on the other social systems;

- Understand the elements of the organization of the government and critically to analyze their presence in certain countries;

- Become familiar with the ways and the procedures for adopting political decisions in the institutions more extensively;

- Study the political behaviour;

- Analyze the political parties and the political groups;

- Become acquainted with the groups of interest more deeply;

- Analyze the elections in the Union


VI. Teaching methodology

	Teaching methodology

	- This subject includes organization of lectures, seminars, consultations and surveys. The subject will be studied by means of the comparative method, the case study method, the Socrates method, SWOT analysis, the inductive and deductive method and so on. 

- The lessons include participation of the students as well a debate and analysis of practical cases.


VII. Detail Curriculum Structure
	Week 1
	Number of Classes: 

Political studies 4



	Topic:
The Political System as a Scientific discipline
	Mandatory literature:

Klimovski. Savo, Deskoska. Renata, Karakamiseva. Tanja, Political System (Skopje, 2009) pp. 3 – 24 and 27 -27

	Detailed structure of the thematic unit:

- Notion and subject of study of the political system

- The concept of the political system
- Classification of the Political systems
- Constitutional system V.S Political system

- Eston’s system analysis 

- Deterministic V.S  indeterministic


	Week 2

	Number of Classes: 
Political studies 4



	topic:
Basics of Politics
	Mandatory literature:

Klimovski. Savo, Deskoska. Renata, Karakamiseva. Tanja, Political System (Skopje, 2009) pp. 41 - 63

	Detailed structure of the thematic unit:

- Etymological origin of the politics
- Different meanings of the term politics
- The concept of the political process
- Phases of the political process
- The concept, structure and functions of the political power


	Week 3
	Number of Classes: 

Political studies 4



	topic:
Legality, Political Legitimacy and Political System
	Mandatory literature:

Klimovski. Savo, Deskoska. Renata, Karakamiseva. Tanja, Political System (Skopje, 2009) pp. 95 - 111

	Detailed structure of the thematic unit:

- The concept of legality

- The concept of the political legitimacy
- Power V.S Authority

	Week 4
	Number of Classes: 

Political studies 4



	topic:
Democracy and Political system

	Mandatory literature:

Klimovski. Savo, Deskoska. Renata, Karakamiseva. Tanja, Political System (Skopje, 2009) pp. 119 - 147

	Detailed structure of the thematic unit:

- Notions and definitions of democracy
- The basic values of democracy
- Models of democracy
- Majority democracy
- Consociational democracy


	Week 5
	Number of Classes: 

Political studies 4



	topic:
Liberalism, Liberal State and Liberal Democracy; Nation and Nationalism


	Mandatory literature:

Klimovski. Savo, Deskoska. Renata, Karakamiseva. Tanja, Political System (Skopje, 2009) pp.149-171, 176-178 and 183-195.

	Detailed structure of the thematic unit:
- The concept of Liberalism
 - The Basic Values of Liberalism
- Classic liberal tradition
- Continental liberal tradition
- Neoliberalism
- The concept of nation

- The nation as a cultural and political category

- The concept of nationalism

- Types of nationalism

- The concept of national country



	Week 6


	Number of Classes: 

Political studies 4



	topic:
Rechtsstaat, Rule of law and Democracy; 


	Mandatory literature:

Klimovski. Savo, Deskoska. Renata, Karakamiseva. Tanja, Political System (Skopje, 2009) pp. 197-217, 221-244 and 247-253.

	Detailed structure of the thematic unit:

- The concept of Rechtsstaat 
- Notion and historical development of the concept of Rule of Law
- Content of the concept of Rule of Law



	Week 7
	Number of Classes: 

Political studies 4



	topic:
  Organization of the state government

	Mandatory literature:

Klimovski. Savo, Deskoska. Renata, Karakamiseva. Tanja, Political System (Skopje, 2009) pp. 257- 319

	Detailed structure of the thematic unit:

- Criteria for classifications of the political systems

- Principle of separation (division) of powers
- The traditional models of government organization

- The crisis of the traditional “generic” models

- The Macedonian model of government organization



	Week 8
	Number of Classes: 

Political studies 4



	topic:
Electoral System


	Mandatory literature:

Klimovski. Savo, Deskoska. Renata, Karakamiseva. Tanja, Political System (Skopje, 2009) pp. 3 – 24 and 370-391

	Detailed structure of the thematic unit:

- Conceptual determination of elections 
- History of the elections and the electoral thought

- Types and functions of the elections

- The notion electoral system

- Majority electoral model

- Proportional electoral model

- Electoral units
- Electoral threshold



	Week 9
	Number of Classes: 

Political studies 4



	topic:
Political parties, political system and ideology


	Mandatory literature:

Klimovski. Savo, Deskoska. Renata, Karakamiseva. Tanja, Political System (Skopje, 2009) pp. 399-422, 435-449 and 451-460 

	Detailed structure of the thematic unit:
- Elements of the definition of the political parties
- Development of political parties
- Types of political parties

- Functions of the political parties

- Concept of party systems

- Division of party systems (one-party, two-party, multiple party)

- The concept of  of ideology

- Basic types of ideology



	Week 10
	Number of Classes: 

Political studies 4



	topic:
Civil Society and the Political System


	Mandatory literature:

Klimovski. Savo, Deskoska. Renata, Karakamiseva. Tanja, Political System (Skopje, 2009) pp. 221 - 247 

	Detailed structure of the thematic unit:

- The concept of Civil Society  
- Classic understanding of the notion civil society

- Modern understanding of the notion civil society

- Civil society and groups of interest

- Types of groups of interest
- The role of the syndicate in the political system



	Week 11
	Number of Classes: 

Political studies 4



	topic:
Bureaucracy, Technocracy and Political System


	Mandatory literature:

Klimovski. Savo, Deskoska. Renata, Karakamiseva. Tanja, Political System (Skopje, 2009) pp. 461-483

	Detailed structure of the thematic unit:

- Political system and bureaucracy

- The concept of technocracy 
- Technocracy, bureaucracy and management in the political system


	Week 12
	Number of Classes: 

Political studies 4



	topic:
Political Culture, Public Opinion and Political System 
	Mandatory literature:

Klimovski. Savo, Deskoska. Renata, Karakamiseva. Tanja, Political System (Skopje, 2009) pp. 485-500 and 503-514

	Detailed structure of the thematic unit:

- The concept of political culture

- Theories about political culture

- Typologies of political culture

- Political culture and democracy

- The concept of the public opinion

- The public opinion and the democracy

- The public opinion and the totalitarianism

- The politic propaganda and the public opinion in the contemporary society



VIII. Activities of external institutions
	Activities of external institutions

	


IX. Literature
	Mandatory Literature 

	Klimovski. Savo, Deskoska. Renata, Karakamiseva. Tanja, Political System (Skopje, 2009)


	Additional Literature

	1.Simon Hix, The Political System of the European Union, Palgrave, 1999,

2. John Peterson and Elizabeth Bomberg, Decision-making in the European Union, Palgrave, 1999,

3. Kristen Lampe, Human Rights in the Context of EU Foreign Policy and Enlargement, Nomos, 2005,

4. J. Greenwood, Representing Interest in the European Union, Macmillan, London, 1997,

5. Hix, S, and Lord, C., Political Parties in the European Union, Macmillan, London, 1997,

6. S. Mazey and J. Richardson, Lobbying in the European Community, Oxford, University Press, 1993,
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