Course Syllabus for  
Political theories
I. Data on course teachers:
	Name and surname:
Ivan Damjanovski (i.damjanovski@pf.ukim.mk.edu)
Nenad Markovic
(n.markovic@pf.ukim.edu)

	Teaching and Academic Designations and Titles:

PhD, Assistant Professor

PhD, Assоciate Professor


II. Data on the teaching assistants and other lecturers:
	Name and surname of the teaching assistant/s:
/

	Teaching and Academic Designations and titles:
/

	Other lectures and experts from the practice: 
 


III. Basic information about the course programme and materials:
	Course title: Political theories

	Course Code: 

50711
	Number of credits earned: 
7


	Number of course classes/hours: 

48
	Number of pages of obligatory course materials: 
500


	Year of Study: 
First year

	Semester of Study: 
(I) first (fall) semester



IV. Course description and key words and terms:
	Course description:

	The course covers the historical evolution of political theory and explains the major theoretical concepts and canonical works from different historical and political perspectives. The course content is methodologically divided into several categories. The introductory part is concentrating on the main theoretical discourses on politics; main research methods in political theory; basic interpretations and categories etc. The first part is dedicated to the development of political thought in antiquity. In this context, the course firstly gives an overview of the political thought and political systems of the first ancient civilizations (Mesopotamia, Egypt, India, China, and Israel) and continues with the sources of western political thought i.e. ancient Greek political philosophy with an analyses of the principal political authors (from the Sophists till Epicures) of that era. The first part continues with an overview of Roman political thought. The second part of the course focuses on the development of medieval and modern  political thought. It provides a comprehensive analysis of the principal political thinkers of medieval Christianity, reformation, the renaissance, it continues with the theories of social utopism and social contract and it concludes with the chief political works of Hegel and Marx. 


	Key words and terms:

	Politics, theory, values, distribution of power, state, justice, polity, ancient political thought, medieval political thought, modern political thought. 




V. Course goals and results:
	Course goals and learning outcomes:

	The main goal of the course is to introduce students to the basic theories and authors of political thought through history.  

The aims of the course are:

· to equip students with understanding of the fundamental concepts of development of political theory that mark the evolution of political ideas from antiquity until the end of the 19th century. 

· to build up conceptual notions of the principal elements of  “politics” and “political” by familiarizing students with the evolution of political thought from the classical to the modern period 

· to develop skills of critical reading and basic theoretical assessment 

Learning Outcomes

By the end of the course students should be able to:

· understand the basic theorethical and methodological concepts of the study of political theory 

· understand the principal political theories from antiquity till the 19th century.

· differentiate the principal epochs in the development of political thought with chronological classification

· be familiriazed with the canonical works and political theories of the authors that are presented throughout the course

· recognize the studied theorethical concepts in praxis and to mark their source.  
· critically asses the importance of the major political concepts that are presented throughout the course content

· develop skills for critical thinking and understanding of the reading material fostered by the student’s attendance of lectures and seminars

develop communication and interpersonal skills by practicing individual and small group presentations during the seminars


VI. Teaching methodology and assessment:
	

	The lectures will be centered on several teaching techniques and will include Power Point presentations, video presentations, open discussions etc. Seminars will promote individual and small group presentations as well as group debating. The students are expected to practice presentation skills in front of the class as well as debate on previously set topics. Class participation and activity will be strongly considered in the grading process.

Assessment policy
· One test (mid term) – 20%– the test is eliminatory (requires a minimum of 11 points [out of 20] in order to proceed to the next phase

· Final exam – 60%

· Class activity – 10%

· In-class essay – 10%




VII. Detailed structure of the course syllabus:
	Course week no. 1
	Number of course hours:

	Study unit: 

Introduction:Approaches to the Study of Political Theory

	Obligatory course materials:

Michael Freeden. “Ideology, Political Theory and Political Philosophy”, in:Gerald Gaus and Chandran Kukathas. “Handbook of Political Theory”, London: Sage, 2004, pp. 1-18

Terence Ball. “History and the Interpretation of Texts” in:Gerald Gaus and Chandran Kukathas. “Handbook of Political Theory”, London: Sage, 2004, pp. 18-31

Janet Coleman. “A History of Political Thought”. Oxford: Blackwell, 2000, pp. 13-21


	Detail description of the study unit:  
· Ideology, Political Theory and Political Philosophy
· History and the Interpretation of Texts
· How should we study the history of political thought


	Course week no. 2
	Number of course hours:

	Study unit: 
Political Thought in the Ancient Middle and Far East
	Obligatory course materials:
Antony Black. “A World History of Ancient Political Thought”. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2009, pp. 22-130

	Detail description of the study unit:  
· Political thought in ancient Mesopotamia
· Political thought in ancient Egypt
· Political thought in ancient India
· Political thought in ancient China
· Political thought in ancient Israel


	Course week no. 3
	Number of course hours:

	Study unit: 
Political Thought in Ancient Greece
	Obligatory course materials:
Janet Coleman. “A History of Political Thought”. Oxford: Blackwell, 2000, pp.21-50

	Detail description of the study unit: 
· Athenian Democracy
· Sparta
· The Sophists


	Course week no. 4
	Number of course hours:

	Study unit: 
Political Thought in Ancient Greece
	Obligatory course materials:
Fred Rosen. “Socrates” in: David Boucher and Paul Kelly (eds). “Political Thinkers: from Socrates to the Present”. Oxford, Oxford University Press, 2003, pp. 40-54

C.D.C Reeve. “Plato” in: David Boucher and Paul Kelly (eds). “Political Thinkers: from Socrates to the Present”. Oxford, Oxford University Press, 2003, pp. 54-73



	Detail Description of the study unit:
· Socrates
· Plato


	Course week no. 5
	Number of course hours:

	Study unit: 
Political Thought in Ancient Greece

	Obligatory course materials:

Tony Burns. “Aristotle” in: David Boucher and Paul Kelly (eds). “Political Thinkers: from Socrates to the Present”. Oxford, Oxford University Press, 2003, pp. 73-95

Tim O’Keefe. “Epicurus”. The Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy, http://www.iep.utm.edu/epicur/


	Detail description of the study unit:
· Aristotle
· Epicurus


	Course week no. 6
	Number of course hours:

	Study unit: 
Roman Political Thought
	Obligatory course materials:

Janet Coleman. “A History of Political Thought”. Oxford: Blackwell, 2000, pp.229-292

	Detail description of the study unit: 
· Roman civitas
· Polybius
· Cicero


	Course week no. 7
	Number of course hours:

	Study unit: 
The Christian Doctrine and Medieval Political Thought
	Obligatory course materials:

Michael White. “Political Philosophy: An Historical Introduction”. Oxford: Oneworld, 2003, pp.57-118

J.A. Watt. “Spiritual and Temporal Powers”, in: J.H. Burns (ed). “The Cambridge History of Medieval Political Thought”. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1988, pp. 411-423
D.M. Nicol. “Byzantine Political Thought” ”, in: J.H. Burns (ed). “The Cambridge History of Medieval Political Thought”. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1988, pp. 51-83

	Detailed description of the study unit: 
· Origins of Christianity and the development of early Christian theology 
· St. Augustine
· St. Thomas Aquinas
· Dante Alighieri, Marsilius of Padua 

· Byzantine political thought


	Course week no. 8
	Number of course hours:

	Study unit: 
Arab and Islamic Political Thought

Political Theory of the Renaissance
	Obligatory course materials:
Muhsin Mahdi. “Alfarabi” in: Leo Strauss amd Joseph Cropsey (eds). “History of Political Philosophy”. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1987, pp. 206-228
Lorenzo Casini. “Renaissance Philosophy”. The Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy, http://www.iep.utm.edu/renaissa/
Quentin Skinner. “Visions of Politics: Renaissance Virtues. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, pp. 213-245 



	Detailed description of the study unit: 
· Alfaraby
· Marsilio Ficino, Pietro Pamponazzi, Giovanni Pico, Nicholas of Cusa
· Thomas More


	Course week no. 9
	Number of course hours:

	Study unit:  
Political Theory of the Renaissance 
Political Thought in the Period of Reformation and Religious Wars


	Obligatory course materials:
Joseph Femia. “Machiavelli” in: David Boucher and Paul Kelly (eds). “Political Thinkers: from Socrates to the Present”. Oxford, Oxford University Press, 2003, pp. 139-163

Quentin Skinner. “The Foundations of Modern Political Thought: Vol. 2 The Age of Reformation”. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2004, pp. 3-20; 191-206; 239-241; 284-349

Howell Lloyd. “Constitutionalism: The Netherlands: Althusius”. in: J.H. Burns (ed). “The Cambridge History of Political Thought 1450-1700”. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1994, pp. 287-292
 

	Detailed description of the study unit: 
· Niccolo Machiavelli
· Luther and Calvin 
· Monarchomachs
· Jean Bodin
· Althusius 


	Course week no. 10
	Number of course hours:

	Study unit: 

Political Realism in the XVII century

	Obligatory course materials:
Michael White. “Political Philosophy: An Historical Introduction”. Oxford: Oneworld, 2003, pp.118-160



	Detailed description of the study unit: 
· Thomas Hobbes
· John Locke


	Course week  no. 11
	Number of course hours:

	Study unit:
Enlightenment and Political Thought in the XVIII century

	Obligatory course materials:
Noel Malcolm. “Hobbes and Spinoza”. in: J.H. Burns (ed). “The Cambridge History of Political Thought 1450-1700”. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1994, pp. 545-561

Joshie Kawade. “Montesqieu”. in: David Boucher and Paul Kelly (eds). “Political Thinkers: from Socrates to the Present”. Oxford, Oxford University Press, 2003, pp. 217-235

Michael White. “Political Philosophy: An Historical Introduction”. Oxford: Oneworld, 2003, pp.160-181

Cheryl Welch. “Tocqueville” in: David Boucher and Paul Kelly (eds). “Political Thinkers: from Socrates to the Present”. Oxford, Oxford University Press, 2003, pp. 288-307



	Detailed description of the study unit: 
· Spinoza
· Montesqieu
· Jean Jacques Rousseau 
· Alexis de Tocqueville 


	Course week no. 12
	Number of course hours:

	Study unit:
Political Thought in the XIX century

	задолжителна литература:
Alan Patten.”Hegel”. in: David Boucher and Paul Kelly (eds). “Political Thinkers: from Socrates to the Present”. Oxford, Oxford University Press, 2003, pp. 383-404
Michael White. “Political Philosophy: An Historical Introduction”. Oxford: Oneworld, 2003, pp. 181-197

 

	Detailed description of the study unit: 
· Georg W. Hegel
· Karl Marx



VIII. Activities involving other institutions
	Study visits to outside institutions

	


IX. Course materials and literature
	Obligatory readings: 

	Michael Freeden. “Ideology, Political Theory and Political Philosophy”, in:Gerald Gaus and Chandran Kukathas. “Handbook of Political Theory”, London: Sage, 2004, pp. 1-18

Terence Ball. “History and the Interpretation of Texts” in:Gerald Gaus and Chandran Kukathas. “Handbook of Political Theory”, London: Sage, 2004, pp. 18-31

Janet Coleman. “A History of Political Thought”. Oxford: Blackwell, 2000, pp. 13-21; 21-50; pp.229-292
Antony Black. “A World History of Ancient Political Thought”. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2009, pp. 22-130
Fred Rosen. “Socrates” in: David Boucher and Paul Kelly (eds). “Political Thinkers: from Socrates to the Present”. Oxford, Oxford University Press, 2003, pp. 40-54

C.D.C Reeve. “Plato” in: David Boucher and Paul Kelly (eds). “Political Thinkers: from Socrates to the Present”. Oxford, Oxford University Press, 2003, pp. 54-73

Tony Burns. “Aristotle” in: David Boucher and Paul Kelly (eds). “Political Thinkers: from Socrates to the Present”. Oxford, Oxford University Press, 2003, pp. 73-95

Tim O’Keefe. “Epicurus”. The Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy, http://www.iep.utm.edu/epicur/
Michael White. “Political Philosophy: An Historical Introduction”. Oxford: Oneworld, 2003, pp.57-197
J.A. Watt. “Spiritual and Temporal Powers”, in: J.H. Burns (ed). “The Cambridge History of Medieval Political Thought”. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1988, pp. 411-423
D.M. Nicol. “Byzantine Political Thought” ”, in: J.H. Burns (ed). “The Cambridge History of Medieval Political Thought”. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1988, pp. 51-83
Muhsin Mahdi. “Alfarabi” in: Leo Strauss amd Joseph Cropsey (eds). “History of Political Philosophy”. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1987, pp. 206-228
Lorenzo Casini. “Renaissance Philosophy”. The Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy, http://www.iep.utm.edu/renaissa/
Quentin Skinner. “Visions of Politics: Renaissance Virtues. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, pp. 213-245 

Joseph Femia. “Machiavelli” in: David Boucher and Paul Kelly (eds). “Political Thinkers: from Socrates to the Present”. Oxford, Oxford University Press, 2003, pp. 139-163

Quentin Skinner. “The Foundations of Modern Political Thought: Vol. 2 The Age of Reformation”. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2004, pp. 3-20; 191-206; 239-241; 284-349

Howell Lloyd. “Constitutionalism: The Netherlands: Althusius”. in: J.H. Burns (ed). “The Cambridge History of Political Thought 1450-1700”. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1994, pp. 287-292
Noel Malcolm. “Hobbes and Spinoza”. in: J.H. Burns (ed). “The Cambridge History of Political Thought 1450-1700”. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1994, pp. 545-561

Joshie Kawade. “Montesqieu”. in: David Boucher and Paul Kelly (eds). “Political Thinkers: from Socrates to the Present”. Oxford, Oxford University Press, 2003, pp. 217-235

Cheryl Welch. “Tocqueville” in: David Boucher and Paul Kelly (eds). “Political Thinkers: from Socrates to the Present”. Oxford, Oxford University Press, 2003, pp. 288-307

Alan Patten.”Hegel”. in: David Boucher and Paul Kelly (eds). “Political Thinkers: from Socrates to the Present”. Oxford, Oxford University Press, 2003, pp. 383-404
 

	Suggested readings:

	The Epic of Gilgamesh

Wedges and Upanishads

Bhagavad Gita  

Confucius. “The Analects” 

Lao Tzu. “Tao Te Ching”
Homer. “Iliad”
Hesiod. “Works and Days”
Pindar. “Pythian”
Georgias. “On Non Existence” 

Herodotus. “The Histories”
Thucydides. “The History of the Peloponnesian War”
Xenophon. “Memorabilia” 

Plato. “Dialogues”
Plato. “Republic”
Plato. “Laws”
Plato, “Phaedo”

Plato. “Statesman”
Plato. “Apology”
Aristotle. “Politics”
Aristotle. “The Constitution of the Athenians”
Demosthenes. “Philippics”
Polybius. “The Histories”
Marc Tulius Cicero. “De Republica”
Marc Tulius Cicero. “De Legibus”
Lucius Annaeus Seneca. “Dialogues”
Marcus Aurelius. “Meditations”
Aurelius Augustinus. “The City of God”
Thomas Aquinas. ”Summa Theologiae”
Dante Alighieri. “De Monarchia”
Marsilius of Padua. “Defensor Pacis”
Al-Farabi. “Al-Madina al-fadila”
Thomas More. “Utopia”
Tommaso Campanella. “The City of the Sun” 
Niccolo Machiavelli. “The Prince”
Niccolo Machiavelli. “Discourses on Livy”
Johannes Althusius. “Politics”
Jean Bodin. “Six Books of the Commonwealth”

Thomas Hobbes. “Leviathan”
John Locke. “Two Treatises of Government”
Baruch Spinoza. “A Theologico-Political Treatise”
Alexis de Tocqueville. “Democracy in America”
Charles Louis de Montesquieu. “The Spirit of the Laws”  

Jean Jacques Rousseau. “The Social Contract”
Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel. “Philosophy of Right”
Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel. “Political writings“

Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels. “Communist Manifesto”
Karl Marx. “Capital”
Most of these works are available on-line at: 
http://www.gutenberg.org/wiki/Main_Page
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