Course Syllabus for  
Introduction to Law

(Only for the Students in Political Sciences Studies in English)
(From the academic year 2020/2021 onwards)
I. Data on the course teachers:
	Name and surname:
Dr. Karolina Ristova – Aasterud

Contact email address:
k.ristovaasterud@pf.ukim.edu.mk

	Teaching and Academic Designations and Titles:
Full Professor, LL.B, LL.M, M.A. in Political Sciences, Doctorate in Law

	Other lectures and experts from the practice: Upon invitation  
 


III. Basic information about the course program and materials:
	Course title: Introduction to Law

	Course Code: 50800

	Number of credits earned: 7 credits   


	Number of course classes/hours: 4 per week (total: 48) 

	Number of pages of obligatory course materials: 390  



	Year of Study: Undergraduate studies in Political Studies, first year 
	Semester of Study:  first semester


IV. Course description and key words and terms:
	Course description:

	.   The course offers introductory knowledge in the key terms, concepts and institutions of the state and the law, especially tailored for the political science students.

	Course materials key words and terms:

	State, state formations, legal order, legal norms, legislative process



	Methodology of lectures, (continual) grading and exams 

	This course provides for 4 lecture hours a week, two for lecturing, and two for seminars/debates. Students are encouraged to actively participate during the lectures, in an interactive communication with the professor, as well as to involve themselves with the debates and the presentation assignments during the seminar/debate classes.   
(CONTINUAL) GRADING (Only For Regular Students) : It is performed in three forms, as per agreement with the professor: a.)interventions in the class lectures and debates; b.) presentations assignments; c.) homework/research assignments. The continual grading earns cumulatively 0-10 points, which will be accounted for in forming the final grade in the course.
FINAL EXAM: The final exam is in a form of written exam, with 10 questions, for the duration of 90 minutes, with the exam instructions given before the start of the exam.  


VII. Detail structure of the course syllabus:
	Course week no. 1
	Number of course hours: 4

	Study unit: 
Introduction to the Study of Law and Politics 

	Obligatory course materials: 
Whittington, Kelemen and Caldeira, pp. 3-11

	Detail description of the study unit:  The first week of classes is focused to the introduction to the subject of study, the development of the study of law and politics, and the key relations in the field of study, especially with respect to the legal theory, philosophy of law and jurisprudence, constitutional law, politics and theory, judicial politics, comparative and international law, comparative legislative systems and orders.   

	Course week no. 2
	Number of course hours: 4

	Study unit: Defining the State, Formal Features of the Modern State 

	Obligatory course materials:
- Hay, Lister, and Marsh, pp. 1-15
- A.Vincent, pp. 1- 21

	Detail description of the study unit: This study unit cover the issues of defining the state, the concept of the state, the modern tendencies ‘beyond the state,’ and the formal features of the modern (European) state.  


	Course week no. 3
	Number of course hours: 4

	Study unit: The State and the other collectivities  
· 
	Obligatory course materials:
A. Vincent, pp. 22- 32


	Detail description of the study unit: The focus placed on the relationship between the state and the other social collectivities, especially the relationship state-society, state-community, state – nation. In this context, the issue of the relationship state-government- administration is also addressed.    

	Course week no. 4
	Number of course hours: 4

	Study unit: Central Terms and Concepts  about the State 
· 
	Obligatory course materials:
· A. Vincent, pp. 32-39


	Detail Description of the study unit: This study unit addresses  certain key terms and concepts about and regarding the state, such as sovereignty, authority, legality, legitimacy and obligation. 


	Course week no. 5
	Number of course hours: 4

	Study unit: Governance, Government and the State; Boundaries of the State (Public/Private)  

	Obligatory course materials:

Hay, Lister, and Marsh, pp 209- 247

	 This week’s lectures cover the issues of governance and government of the state, the models of governance, what is the role of the state institutions in governance, the dynamic relationship between governance, state and political power. The second part is devoted to the issue of boundaries of the state (power), in particular the public/private divide.   

	Course week no. 6
	Number of course hours: 4

	Study unit: (Contemporary) Theories of the State; Modern Processes regarding State and State Transformation – Globalization and the State – Part 1

	Obligatory course materials:
A. Vincent, pp. 45-114, 119-128-143, 147-163 


	Detail description of the study unit: This study unit is dedicated to the study of some of the key (contemporary) theories on the state, and some of the key processes involving the state and state transformation, most notably, the process of so-called globalization. In terms of the theories, the following theories are covered: the absolute theory of the state, the constitutional/legal theory of the state, the ethnical theory of the state, the class theory of the state, the pluralist theory of the state, the elitist theory of the state and the feminist theory of the state.        


	Course week no. 7
	Number of course hours: 4

	Study unit: 

Study unit: (Contemporary) Theories of the State; Modern Processes regarding State and State Transformation – Globalization and the State – Part 2


	Obligatory course materials:
-A. Vincent, pp. 181-189, 193-203, 210-217.
- Hay, Lister, and Marsh, pp. 39-49, 119=125, 126-134, 172-178, 190-208.  



	Detailed description of the study unit: Continuation of the study unit from week 6
    

	Course week no. 8
	Number of course hours: 4

	Study unit: (Organizational) Aspects and Models of Statehood   

 
	A. Heywood, pp. 158-169, 67-72, 223-231, 311-323 

	Detailed description of the study unit:   The thematic unit is focused on the aspects and models of internal state organization, especially the issues of centralization and decentralization of state power (unitary, federal, confederal, local self-government, devolutions), the issues of democracy, models of democracy (direct and indirect) and representation and mandates, parliamentary and presidential systems.     

	Course week no. 9
	Number of course hours: 4

	Study unit: Morality, Law and Politics. Rule of Law, Constitutions and Division of Powers.     

· 
	Obligatory course materials:
A. Heywoood, pp. 291-309

	Detailed description of the study unit: This thematic is focused on defining law, morality and their relationship; explains the concepts and the principle of rule of law, constitutions, their classification and purposes. The concept of division of power is also addressed, with special attention paid to the role of the judiciary. The political aspects and dynamics of all these issues is also discussed.    

	Course week no. 10
	Number of course hours: 4

	Study unit: 

Legal Personality: Natural Persons, Juridical (Legal) Persons
	задолжителна литература:
Authorized lecture by Prof. Dr. Karolina Ristova-Aasterud

	Detailed description of the study unit:  This study unit is dedicated to the study of the concept , characteristics and the forms of legal personality i.e natural persons and juridical (legal) persons. 

	Course week  no. 11
	Number of course hours: 4

	Study unit:
Legal Systems and Legal Traditions
	задолжителна литература: 

The Robbins Collection, Common Law and Civil Law Traditions, School of Law, University of California at Berkley

	Detailed description of the study unit:  The thematic unit is dedicated to the study of the two major legal systems, the civil law and the common, their origin, traditions, characteristics and contemporary influence. 

	Course week no. 12
	Number of course hours: 4

	Study unit:
The Doctrines of Rule of Law and Legal State
	задолжителна литература:
Authorized lecture by Prof Dr. Karolina Ristova-Aasterud


IX. Course materials and literature
	Obligatory course materials: 

	-  Hay, C., Lister. M. and March D., The State, Theories and Issues, Palgrave, 2006 (selected pages)
- Heywood, A. Politics, Palgrave, 2002; 
- Vincent A., Theories of the State, Blackwell, 1987 (selected pages)

- Whittington K.E., Keleman R.D., and Caldeira G.A.,  The Oxford Handbook of Law and Politics, Oxford University Press, 2008 (selected pages).

- Authorized Lectures by Doc. Dr. Karolina Ristova-Aasterud

   


